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VATICAN CITY — St. Peter's Basilica is seen at the Vatican in this October 9, 2017,
file photo. On February 14, 2022, Pope Francis restructured the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith into two main sections: doctrine and discipline. Story
page 8. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

VANCOUVER — Leaders at Catholic universities across the country  say they are
fighting a battle against the cancel culture which must be won if Christianity is to
thrive. Story page 6. (St. Mark's College photo)

FRANKFURT — Irme Stetter-Karp,
president of the Central Committee of
German Catholics and the lay co-
president of the Synodal Path, speaks
during the third Synodal Assembly in
Frankfurt, Germany, February 5, 2022.
The Synodal Path of the Catholic
Church in Germany wants laypeople to
be able to participate in choosing
bishops and wants the church to have
women deacons. Story page 12. (CNS
photo/Julia Steinbrecht, KNA)

VATICAN CITY — People have a right
to life, not to death, which must be
welcomed but never provoked, Pope
Francis said. Story page 8. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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New FreemanTheBy MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The man who grew the Catholic Near East
Welfare Association in Canada from zero to
more than $5 million a year in donations has
taken the helm at Canada’s Catholic develop-
ment agency.

Carl Hetu became executive director of De-
velopment and Peace - Caritas Canada Feb-
ruary 14. Mr. Hetu leaves behind an organi-
zation he nurtured from the ground up begin-
ning in 2004.

He returns to Development and Peace,
where he worked as an Ontario animator for
the 10,000-plus members of the solidarity or-
ganization from 1990 to 2004. In his previ-
ous tour of duty at Development and Peace,
Mr. Hetu was responsible for cultivating rela-
tionships with clergy and organizing mem-
bership initiatives. He visited Peru on a soli-
darity trip with members and took part in a
fact-finding mission to Colombia.

He returns to a somewhat embattled and
smaller organization which has fought
through social media campaigns targeting
it with accusations of collaborating with
pro-abortion partners in Latin America and
Africa that led to an investigation of Devel-
opment and Peace by the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. Waves of ac-
cusations and the organization’s response
to them degraded the trust bishops had in
Development and Peace.

“Let’s be honest, the last few years there’s
been a lot of adaptation between the bishops
and Development and Peace,” Mr. Hetu told
The Catholic Register.

Mr. Hetu regards the reputational issues as

New head for development organization
yesterday’s news and trumpets the new rela-
tionship with the bishops, which now appoints
four bishops to sit on the governing council.

“I think now we have a very good base to
really move on to the next step and follow the
path that Pope Francis has laid in front of
us,” Mr. Hetu said.

Mr. Hetu’s first public act on accepting the
post was to write to Development and Peace
members and donors.

“This is a crucial time for us Catholics to
be part of the solution,” he wrote.

The explosion of refugees and migrants,
fuelled by war and climate change over the
last two decades, political systems that
marginalize and exclude vulnerable people
and the decline in democratic institutions
around the world call Development and
Peace to action, Mr. Hetu told members.

Development and Peace’s Catholic iden-
tity is its greatest asset, said Mr. Hetu.

“You show that the Gospel is alive when
you show that the teachings of the Church
are alive. That affects people,” he said.

The Catholic identity of Development and
Peace has to be apparent in the work it does
in 30 countries around the world, he said.

“People are not supporting Development
and Peace just because it’s a Catholic organi-
zation. It’s because it has an important mis-
sion,” he said.

The 54-year history of Development and
Peace, which was one of the first fruits of
the Second Vatican Council in Canada, is an
asset, said Mr. Hetu.

“The organization has been well established,
well known from one generation to another,”
he said. “It has grown over the years to really
become what it should be.”

For Development and Peace, the Synod on
Synodality and the the ground-breaking 2015
encyclical Laudato Si’ will guide the work
over coming years.

“The pope is inviting us to reflect on who
we are, how we do things — to move out-
side of our church basements and reach out
to people, to spread the word, the Gospel,
to act where there are needs,” he said.

Development and Peace general council
president Brenda Arakaza welcomed Mr.
Hetu back.

“We know your deep commitment to jus-
tice and solidarity and are confident in what
lies ahead,” Ms. Arakaza said in a release.

“We can be sure of leaving a positive,
long-lasting impact, both materially and spir-
itually, on people around the world and in
Canada.”§

Carl Hetu (Catholic Register photo)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Myra Murphy, RN, has
deep roots both in the Saint John community
and in the Catholic Church.

A registered nurse [RN] since 1971, Ms.
Murphy studied under the Sisters of Mercy
in St. John’s, NL.

Born in Main Brook near St Anthony NL, she
met the love of her life, Terry, at the Catholic
Youth Oranization [CYO] in Saint John in 1968.

“I was studying at St. Francis Xavier Uni-
versity [in Antigonish], and my parents were
living in Saint John, New Brunswick at the
time,” she said. “I decided to attend nursing
school in my native land [Newfoundland],,
St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital. Long story short,
Terry and I married in 1971.”

They were married at the former St. Au-

Charism of mercy – nurse uses gifts to serve parish community
gustine’s Parish in Grand Bay Westfield by
Father Joe Whelly, Terry’s uncle, and even-
tually, came back to Saint John to raise their
four children on Dever Road on the west side
of the city  in St. Rose of Lima Parish (now
part of Holy Spirit Parish].

Ms. Murphy started parish nursing in 2006,
under the spiritual guidance of Father Michael
LeBlanc. “It was a two-year program includ-
ing a practicum,” she said.

“When Terry and I moved onto Leinster
Street with my daughter, Annie who is now a
pediatrician, I became the volunteer parish
nurse at St. John the Baptist under the guid-
ance of Father Peter Osborne, associate pas-
tor [and now St. Mary Magdalene Parish].
Then, of course [after St. John the Baptist
closed], I became a parish nurse at the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception.”

A few months ago, the Cathedral Parish,
under the direction of Father Doug MacNeill
[rector] opened a small parish nursing clinic
at the St. Vincent de Paul Centre on Waterloo
Street, a couple of months ago. While getting
started has been a slow process, Ms. Murphy
has been able to lend support to Anne Marie
Gillis, the coordinator for St. Vincent de
Paul’s, which gives out food and clothing as

Myra Murphy (SCIC photo_)

needed.
After temporarily postponing services due

to COVID-19 restrictions, Ms. Murphy is
delighted to have the clinic re-open Wednes-
day, February 16. She is available to see pa-
tients on Wednesday afternoons from 1-3 pm
at the centre, 146 Waterloo Street. Appoint-
ments can be made by calling 506-634-3097.

The parish nurse is a registered nurse work-
ing in collaboration with the priest, the par-
ish, and the surrounding community. The
parish nurse is willing to help parishioners gain
insight into their concerns. Promoting whole-

(continued on page 5)

Storms create needed space
at Uptown parish and outreach program
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN  — During the last weeks
of January and early February, as major win-
ter storms blasted the Province of New Bruns-
wick, Saint John East MLA Glen Savoie reached
out to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Saint John with a request for help.

Following a discussion in caucus about how
people are suffering because of COVID-19, Mr.
Savoie was moved to offer assistance.

“For those who are homeless [the pan-
demic] affects them disproportionately more
than those who have a home,” he said.

He was inspired to find a solution where
people could get in out of the cold. “Being
Catholic I thought I’d reach out to Father
[Doug] McNeill [rector, Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish and episcopal vicar for Temporal
Affairs for the Diocese of Saint John] and
the people at the Cathedral to see if there’s
anything we can do from a faith perspective.
That was natural for me to want to reach out
to my faith community.”

Minister Arlene Dunn, minister of Aborigi-

nal Affairs and MLA for Saint John Harbour,
was doing a piece about a homeless shelter
through her constituency office.

“As it happens Minister Dunn’s office was
able to help get a shelter for the evening time
but there was nothing for the daytime. We
knew this bad storm was coming so we
worked really hard and really fast with Fr.
McNeill and everybody at St. Vincent de Paul
to get it up and running. We manned it for the
two days, and the people who we helped were
really grateful in that nor’easter to have a place
to go to that was warm and safe for them.”

The Cathedral was more than willing to
offer assistance through their parish outreach
program, the St. Vincent de Paul Centre,
which helps to meet the needs of those who
are poor and marginalized in the city through
the assistance of volunteers.

Relying upon the generosity of the Cathe-
dral parish, the general public and other com-
munity agencies, the centre offers free cloth-
ing depot, provides emergency food supplies,
and a Parish Nursing service (article this
page), as well as making referrals to other

(continued on page 4)
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A faith that offers new vision
Life can be pretty complicated, even confusing. It is hard to see

where we fit or how we make sense of it all. Sometimes we hope to
find the simple and direct answer to our questions. We look for someone
or something who has the ultimate truth that we can apply to all our
questions and to every confusing and unsettling experience in which
we find ourselves.

This is where we find ourselves turning to faith. Not the faith of pat
answers and definitive responses. These might be comforting in their
ease, but for a complicated life journey we need something more,
something that helps us even when it seems we are lost. We hunger
for a faith that guides in the midst of the messiness of our lives.

In his book, Against an Infinite Horizon: The Finger of God in
Our Everyday Lives, the spiritual writer, Father Ron Rolheiser offers
some thoughts on the kind of faith for which we all long. For Fr.
Rolheiser it is a matter of how we view our lives through the eyes of
faith. He frames the task in the preface of his work: When we have
the eyes of faith we see a certain divine glow shimmering within the
ordinary, just as we see all that is ordinary against a horizon of the
eternal…. Traditional religion calls it ‘the finger of God in our lives,’
this book will call it ‘seeing against an infinite horizon.’

Fr. Rolheiser issues a call to espouse faith as a way of sorting
through the contradictions and complications that the messiness of
our lives throws at us. Life is indeed a complex mess. To make sense
of it will take us on a journey in which we see all against the infinite
horizon of what we might call God’s dream for all creation. Such
vision does not offer quick and simple answers. The vision is much
broader and fuller than that. It is the vision of Jesus the Christ as we
find it in his message and mission, that the reign of God is among us,
in the midst of our very lives.

The stories of the Good News offer us this vision in many and
various ways. In chapter 6 of Luke’s Gospel we see Jesus identifying
a number of his disciples as apostles who will be particularly charged
with receiving and then passing on this dream of God for all. Luke’s
way of telling this story is quite striking. Jesus goes to spend the night

on a mountain in prayer with his dis-
ciples. Then from his disciples he calls
twelve of them to be apostles of the
message of God’s dream. The message
is captured as he begins to teach his disciples in Luke 6:17, 20-26.

Luke’s story looks much as we find in Matthew’s Gospel (Matt.5:1-
12) with a series of blessings or beatitudes. Luke however follows
the blessings with a series of woes. How are we to read this? Perhaps
the temptation is to start by looking at the individual blessings and
woes. Better might be to see the piece in Luke’s story as a whole.
Blessings and woes are part of any life journey.

Faith offers a vision that sees life “against an infinite horizon”. This
horizon allows us to recognize a life-giving God who loves us always
unconditionally and who never leaves us. This is the broader picture.
In the Gospels this is the good news. No matter what, the reign of
God is among us.

In Luke, Jesus announced this through the words of the prophet,
Isaiah: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour (Luke 4:18-19). Seeing
“against an infinite horizon” is God’s new vision.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
community agencies.

“St. Vincent de Paul was so gracious, and Anne Marie [Gillis] who
runs St. Vincent de Paul, she was great to work with, very helpful,”
Mr. Savoie said. “We really asked a lot of the organization and they
stepped up bigtime. Fr. McNeill filled me in on what St. Vincent de
Paul does and it’s amazing that the Cathedral community can get
together and support that St. Vincent de Paul organization the way
they do.”

Mr. Savoie said that it was a real community effort. “There were
people in community that had reached out as well, offering to deliver
meals, giving Tim Horton’s cards so people can get something warm
in their bellies,” he said. “People were asking if there’s anything they
can do.”

Reflecting on this effort Mr. Savoie said, “it is gratifying to know
that something that we got together very quickly has spurred this
desire to help the community in a better way. I am really grateful to
the Cathedral and to St. Vincent de Paul for their graciousness in
allowing us to use their facility and to open their doors to something
that really is living our faith, and I thought that was very important.
I’m very, very thankful for everything they did to get us there.”

For his part, Fr. McNeill was happy to lend a hand. “I was pleased
that we were able to open the upstairs room of St. Vincent de Paul
during the storm,” he said. “I give accolades to Glen Savoie, MLA for
East Saint John and those who collaborated with him, ensuring that
the room was a welcoming place for the homeless. I also thank Sean
[McCarthy], our caretaker and Anne Marie Gillis, our St. Vincent de
Paul coordinator for their efforts in getting the place in order. It was
a last-minute decision to have the room readied, so many hands made
light work. Now I hope that, in the future, the government will look at
places that will allow our homeless to have a warm place and be
treated with the respect that is their due.”

Looking towards the future Mr. Savoie said, “the work is not done,
there is still more to do. But for right now to know that we are getting
the focus on this, that some people are getting the help that they need
for people who are the most desperate, and that we have been part of
a small change to help make the lives of those who are struggling a
little better, that is very gratifying. That is living our faith, and I’m
really humbled to be a part of it.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She can
be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Storms create needed space
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The death of chastity in our culture
The concept of chastity has fallen on hard times.
Several years ago, I was invited to speak to a group of students at

a Catholic university. The invitation came with a request and a caveat.
I was to speak on chastity, but ideally, I was to avoid using the word.
The Dean of Theology, who had invited me, had appraised the situa-
tion this way: perhaps more than anything else, the students need a
challenge to chastity, but they are so turned off by the word that if we
mention it in the title, very few will show up.

His hunch was right on both scores: the need for chastity in their
lives and their aversion to the word. That’s also true for our culture.

For many today, the word chastity has negative connotations. Out-
side of a constantly shrinking number of select church circles, the
word chastity sets off mostly negative alarms. Within our highly
secularized and sophisticated world, for the most part chastity is iden-
tified with naiveté, with sexual timidity, with religious fundamental-
ism, with a toxic over-emphasis on sexual purity, with a lack of so-
phistication, and with something that perhaps made more sense in
another age. Commonly, the notion is ridiculed, even in some reli-
gious circles. Very few people today dare talk about saving sex for
marriage or about chastity as virtue.

What’s behind this? Why this negativity and disdain towards the
word chastity?

Partly this is based on a number of popular perceptions. Chastity is
often seen as grounded in a religious fundamentalism, which our cul-
ture today either disdains or pities (“Chastity for Jesus”). As well, the
notion of chastity is seen as a product of the church’s long-standing,
one-sided emphasis on virginity and celibacy and its failure to articu-
late a healthy, robust spirituality of sex. It’s hard to argue with per-
ceptions, except to say that the reasons for the demise of the concept
of chastity in our culture are much more complex than this.

Admittedly, our catechesis about chastity is part of the problem.
My suspicion is that a good number of people are negative vis-à-vis
the notion because of how the concept has been presented to them.

Our churches and moral teachers have to
assume some of the blame and admit that
far too often the concept of chastity has
been presented, however unintentionally,
precisely as a naiveté, a repression, and
as an over-emphasis on sexual purity.
There’s a parallel here to how atheism finds its ground. Just as so
much atheism is a parasite feeding off bad religion, so too much of
the negativity towards the concept of chastity is a parasite feeding off
unhealthy religious teaching.

However, our culture’s negativity towards the notion of chastity feeds
off more than a less-than-healthy catechesis. The culprit? Sophistication
as a virtue that is an end in itself. In short, our culture prizes personal
sophistication above most everything else, and when sophistication is so
highly prized, chastity easily looks like naïvete and ignorance.

Is it? Is chastity a naïvete, an ignorance? At the end of the day, is
the notion of chastity a sexual repression, an unhealthy timidity, a
toxic over-emphasis on sexual purity, a religious fundamentalism, a
pitiable pre-sophistication?  Admittedly, that can sometimes be the
case. However, here’s the case for chastity.

In 2013, Donna Freitas, the author of a number of books on sexu-
ality and consent, published a study entitled, The End of Sex: How
Hookup Culture is Leaving a Generation Unhappy, Sexually Unful-
filled, and Confused about Intimacy. That title is the book in caption.
Nowhere in the book (and for this she has been unjustly criticized by
some church groups) does she ever say that what is happening in our
culture today in terms of soulless sex is wrong or sinful. She doesn’t
have to. She simply spells out the consequences – unhappiness, con-
fusion, sexual depression.

A generation earlier, the renowned educator Allan Bloom, writing
out of a purely secular perspective, came to the same conclusion.
Looking at the bright, very-sophisticated young students he was teach-
ing, he concluded that the very unbridled sophistication they so prided
themselves in (which he termed “the absence of chastity in their lives”)
had this effect in their lives: it left them “erotically lame”.

And so I submit that chastity merits another look from our culture.
There’s first-naïvete (childishness) and there’s second-naïvete (childlike-
ness). There’s hook-up sex and there’s soul-sex. There’s religious funda-
mentalism and there’s the wisdom of divine revelation. There’s the over-
emphasis on sexual purity and there’s the dehumanizing disrespect for
others (that the #Me Too is standing up to). There’s a certain ennui and
fatigue in an ultra-sophistication that believes all taboos may be broken,
and there’s a vibrancy and happiness that’s felt in keeping your shoes off
before the burning bush. Note, in every one of these dualisms, chastity
speaks for soul, for wisdom, for respect, and for happiness.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 3)
ness of body, mind, and spirit through the integration of faith and
health is central to parish nursing practice. Holistic healing is often the
balm required to help those who are in need.

“Fr. Doug and Anne Marie are more than generous in helping me
set up,” Ms. Murphy said. “I am volunteering so Fr. Doug doesn’t
have to worry about me. It is good to be a volunteer.”

For her part, Ms. Murphy is grateful to be able to give back. “All I
request are prayers for guidance from my fellow parishioners,” she
said. “Being an Associate of the Sisters of Charity gives a great incen-
tive to pass on the charism of love, and compassion for others through
the Holy Spirit.”

Ms. Murphy is humble about her vocation of nursing. “Through-
out my journey as a nurse, the influence and charism of mercy stayed
with me. There is so much to share as we see changes in our faith
community,” she said. “So, Here I am Lord, guide and nourish me
with your almighty wisdom so that I can care for others.”

Ms. Murphy is a volunteer registered nurse under direction of the
Canadian Association of Parish Nursing Ministry, and the Canadian
Nurses Association.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Nurse uses gifts to serve
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‘Wokeness’and ‘pseudo-religions’:
Catholic colleges look for ways to challenge growing cancel culture
By TERRY O’NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

In his annual “state of the world” address to the Vatican diplomatic
corps last month, Pope Francis expressed his deep concern over a phe-
nomenon that he believes poses an escalating threat: “cancel culture,” the
increasingly prevalent practice of silencing individuals, institutions, and
even, in the pope’s estimation, entire cultures that are deemed to hold
incorrect or inconvenient views or values.

In expressing this concern, Pope Francis has given new voice to the
growing number of Catholic clerics and academics who fear that
cancel culture’s relativistic and amoral philosophical underpinnings
are the antithesis of Catholic teaching.

They further contend that Catholic schools and universities are a
key battleground in which the war against cancel culture must be
fought and won if Christianity is to thrive. At its most fundamental
level, it’s a battle over what is true in the world. And, as such, it’s a
struggle to which leaders at Catholic colleges in the Vancouver area
— Catholic Pacific College in Langley, and Corpus Christi-Mark’s
College in Vancouver — say they are deeply committed.

The term “cancel culture” has come into common usage over the
past few years and is widely understood to mean the increasingly
successful attempt to censor views — and to shame and shun those
who utter them — that do not conform to the “politically correct”
tenets of Critical Race Theory (CRT) and its closely associated cul-
tural manifestation, “Woke-ism.”

An integral part of the agenda is “diversity, equity, and inclusion” man-
dates that critics say end up discriminating against members of groups
that have not been identified as oppressed or under-represented.

Canadian academic and author Jordan Peterson wrote in a Na-
tional Post column last month that these mandates comprise an “ap-
palling ideology,” and constituted the primary reason why he had
resigned as a tenured professor at the University of Toronto. As well,
Frances Widdowson was fired from her job as a Mount Royal Uni-
versity (Calgary) political-science professor late last year after being
a persistent critic of equity mandates and of the contention that Cana-
da’s former treatment of its aboriginal residents represented an at-
tempted cultural genocide.

Writing last month for the National Review, Canadian columnist Mark
Milke observed, “Widdowson and Peterson are only the most high-profile
academic casualties of the Woke mania in Canada. It is unlikely that they
will be the last.”

The interconnected phenomena have sparked widespread debate in the
secular world for at least the last several years, but their adverse impact on
Christianity and Catholicism has now come into sharper focus with the
statements by Pope Francis.

Pope Francis has, in several past addresses, used the term “ideological
colonization” to describe the Western world’s trampling of Indigenous
cultures and institutions. He referred to that phenomenon again in his
January address to diplomats representing 183 countries, but also wid-
ened his critique to include cancel culture. (The New Freeman, January
14, 2022 issue, page 12.)

Pope Francis warned that political, legal, and cultural “agendas are in-
creasingly dictated by a mindset that rejects the natural foundations of
humanity and the cultural roots that constitute the identity of many peo-
ples.”

“As I have stated on other occasions,” he said, “I consider this a form

10 ways Catholic education
is incompatible with Critical Race Theory
  The following are 10 ways Catholic education and Critical Race

Theory are incompatible, summarized from the Cardinal Newman So-
ciety’s Principles of Catholic Identity, Catholic Curriculum Standards,
and Background on Critical Race Theory and Critical Theory for Catholic
Educators by the society’s Dr. Denise Donohue.
  1) Catholic education teaches from the truths of our faith and Chris-

tian anthropology. But Critical Race Theory is a political, divisive ideol-
ogy that is antithetical to the Catholic worldview.
  2) Catholic education teaches the dignity of all people, made in the

image and likeness of God. But Critical Race Theory has its origins in
critical theory, a Marxist-inspired movement that views all things through
the lens of power and divides society into oppressors and the oppressed.
Critical Race Theory marks this division according to racial lines.
  3) Charity and community are central to the mission of Catholic

education. But Critical Race Theory promotes division and forces peo-
ple into competing racial groups.
  4) Catholic education conforms consciences to Christ and his Church.

But Critical Race Theory imputes unconscious bias upon persons and
deems racism a permanent condition.
  5) Catholic education teaches that sin is an individual fault that can

have devastating social impact. But Critical Race Theory imputes guilt
for “social sins” committed in the past.
  6) Catholic education teaches the unity of faith and reason and helps

students know and live the truth. But Critical Race Theory is skeptical
of objective truth and rejects the Western intellectual tradition. It places
individual experience and cultural constructivism over reason.
  7) Catholic education recognizes individual autonomy and cultivates

students’ capacity for reason, without regard to skin colour. But Criti-
cal Race Theory assumes that race defines how one thinks and looks at
the world.
  8) Catholic education observes human accomplishments and failings

according to a Catholic worldview, by which racism is one element of
a fallen and redeemed nature. But Critical Race Theory demands that
history be taught through the lens of race, power, and privilege.
  9) Catholic education favours literature that promotes understanding

of the human condition across time and culture. But Critical Race Theory
demands that classic texts be set aside for contemporary literature that
is narrowly focused on race and social deconstruction.
  10) Catholic education respects the natural and religious rights of

parents to direct the formation of their children in collaboration with the
school. But Critical Race Theory manipulates education to form chil-
dren according to its narrow ideology and to reshape culture.§

of ideological colonization, one that leaves no room for freedom of ex-
pression and is now taking the form of the ‘cancel culture’ invading many
circles and public institutions.”

The pontiff continued, “Under the guise of defending diversity, it ends
up cancelling all sense of identity, with the risk of silencing positions that
defend a respectful and balanced understanding of various sensibilities.

“A kind of dangerous ‘one-track thinking’[…] is taking shape, one con-
strained to deny history or, worse yet, to rewrite it in terms of present-day
categories, whereas any historical situation must be interpreted in the light
of a hermeneutics of that particular time, not that of today.”

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, who is president of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops, used more direct language in November
when he said that secular movements promoting social justice and
“Wokeness” are “pseudo-religions” that should be understood as “replace-
ments and rivals to traditional Christian beliefs.”

As reported in America Magazine, Archbishop Gomez made the com-
ments in a videotaped address to the 23rd Catholic and Public Life Con-
gress, held November 12-14 in Madrid. “With the breakdown of the Judeo-
Christian worldview and the rise of secularism, political belief systems
based on social justice or personal identity have come to fill the space that
Christian belief and practice once occupied,” he said.

He continued, “Today’s critical theories and ideologies are profoundly
atheistic. They deny the soul, the spiritual, transcendent dimension of
human nature; or they think that it is irrelevant to human happiness.

“They reduce what it means to be human to essentially physical qualities
— the colour of our skin, our sex, our notions of gender, our ethnic
background or our position in society.”

Archbishop Gomez linked these movements to liberation theology; he
added that “they seem to be coming from the same Marxist cultural vi-
sion. Also these movements resemble some of the heresies that we find in
church history. These new movements have lost the truth about the hu-
man person” because they deny God. No matter how well-intentioned
they are, they cannot promote authentic human flourishing.”

Archbishop Gomez’s speech can also be seen as a critique of CRT,
which has been defined as an intellectual movement and framework of
legal analysis based on the premise that race is a socially constructed
category that leads to oppression of minorities. Some of CRT’s more
common manifestations are hiring quotas for visible minority (rather than
employment policies based on qualifications) and justice-system “reforms”
that lessen penalties for members of races or ethnic groups that are “over-
represented” among those charged or convicted of crimes.

CRT and “wokeness” are intrinsically anti-Christian, says a representa-
tive of the Virginia-based Cardinal Newman Society, whose mission is to
promote and defend faithful Catholic education.

“First, Critical Race Theory has a very narrow focus,” Dr. Denise
Donohue, vice-president for Educator Resources, said in answer to ques-
tions from The B.C. Catholic. “It premises everything on race and ad-
dresses the question of who benefits and who doesn’t.

“But the first principle of Catholic social teaching is the dignity of all
people. It is race-neutral. It teaches that all people have a common origin
and a common destiny, that we are all children of God, made in his image
and likeness.

“We all have individual dignity; we can’t ‘cancel’ anyone. Critical Race
Theory opposes a person’s dignity by imputing unconscious bias within
them which negates their individual freedom of choice — that which
actually makes them an image of God. And that’s another difference.
Critical Race Theory is atheistic and leaves no room for a Creator/creature
relationship. There is no transcendence or reliance upon anything higher
than man himself.”

She added that, while both CRT and Catholic social teaching focus on
the poor and marginalized, their means of eliminating economic and societal
disparities clearly differ. Last summer, the Cardinal Newman Society pub-
lished a fact sheet, drawing on Ms. Donohue’s research, outlining 10
ways in which Catholic education and CRT are “simply incompatible.”
(See sidebar page 6.)

Ms. Donohue’s colleague, Dr. Dan Guernsey, said it is important that
Catholic educational institutions mount a challenge to this anti-Catholic

Catholic colleges look for ways to challenge growing cancel culture

‘Woke’ social justice is not Catholic
social justice: Bishop Barron
  One of North America’s most popular Catholic apologists says Catho-

lics committed to social justice for the poor and disenfranchised should
be aware of the dangerous, anti-Catholic underpinning of the “Woke”
social-justice movement currently holding sway over Western culture.
  Bishop Robert Barron, auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Los

Angeles, said in an April 2021 interview with Pablo Kay, editor-in-chief
of Angelus News, that advocates of “Woke” ideology have made no
secret of the philosophical underpinnings of their perspective. “They
do indeed find inspiration in [Communist Karl] Marx, [German phi-
losopher Friedrich] Nietzsche, [French philosopher Jean-Paul] Sartre,
[Algerian-French philosopher Jacques] Derrida, and [French historian
and philosopher Michel] Foucault, among others,” he said.
  Bishop Barron said “Woke” social-justice advocates derive several

principles from these thinkers. “First, they advocate a deeply antago-
nistic social theory, whereby the world is divided sharply into the two
classes of oppressors and oppressed,” he said. “Second, they relativize
moral value and see classical morality as an attempt by the ruling class
to maintain itself in power.”
  His third observation was that social justice warriors focus more on

racial and ethnic categories than individual characteristics, which leads
them to endorse the idea of collective guilt while supporting “a sort of
reverse discrimination to address the injustices of the past.”
  “Fourth, they tend to demonize the market economy and the institu-

tions of democracy as part of a superstructure defending the privi-
leged,” Bishop Barron explained. “Fifth, they push toward equity of
outcome throughout the society, rather than equality of opportunity.”
And finally, “Wokeism” employs divisive strategies of accusation that
are contrary to the Gospel demand to love our enemies.”
  Bishop Barron concluded: “Suffice it to say that Catholic social teaching

stands athwart all of this. It wants social justice, of course, but not on
‘Woke’ terms. Its heroes are not Marx, Nietzsche, and Foucault, but
rather Isaiah, Amos, Jeremiah, Jesus the Lord, Ambrose, Aquinas, and
Teresa of Calcutta.”§

worldview. “Catholic universities should respond to every event, opportu-
nity, and challenge in light of their mission,” said Mr. Guernsey, who is the
society’s Education Policy Editor and Senior Fellow.

“Vatican II affirms that a central mission of Catholic universities is to
offer ‘a public, enduring, and pervasive influence of the Christian mind in
the furtherance of culture,’” he said in emailed answers to The B.C. Catholic
questions. “Insofar as Woke-ism and Critical Race Theory are currently
powerful cultural forces, Catholics should examine them in an academic
context.

“Insofar as central elements of their underlying philosophies run coun-
ter to the Christian mind (influences of Marxism, materialism, relativism,
etc.), these elements must be called out and examined against an authentic
Christian anthropology and a comprehensive Catholic worldview. Catho-
lic universities should not use their institutional reputation and resources to
further a mindset antithetical to Christianity.”

This would be in keeping with St. Pope John Paul II’s 1990 Apostolic
Constitution on Catholic Universities, in which he declared, “It is the
honour and responsibility of a Catholic university to consecrate itself with-
out reserve to the cause of truth.”

St. Pope John Paul II continued, “The present age is in urgent need of
this kind of disinterest service, namely of proclaiming the meaning of

(continued on page 9)
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People have the right to life, needed health care, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — People have a right to
life, not to death, which must be welcomed
but never provoked, Pope Francis said.

"The right to care and treatment for all must
always be prioritized, so that the weakest,
especially the elderly and the sick, are never
discarded," he said February 9 during his
weekly general audience.

The pope also criticized a problem he said
is real for older people "in a certain social
class" of not being given all of the medicine
or care they need since they lack the money.

"This is inhumane. This is not helping them,
this is pushing them more quickly toward
death," he said. They must be cared for and
not marginalized.

The pope's remarks were part of his series
of audience talks about St. Joseph and his
role as the patron saint of a "happy" death, a
term used to describe a last stage of life that
is peaceful and full of faith and hope.

Pope Francis praised a recent comment by
retired Pope Benedict XVI, who, at nearly 95
years of age, recognizes his own presence
before "the dark door of death."

It is "good advice" for everyone, Pope
Francis said, because today's "so-called 'feel-
good' culture tries to remove the reality of death."

People seek to ignore "our finite existence, de-
luding ourselves into believing we can remove
the power of death and dispel fear."

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought the
reality of death back into focus, he added, and
so many people "have lost loved ones without
being able to be near them, and this has made
death even harder to accept and process."

The Christian faith is not about removing
the fear of death; "rather, it helps us to face
it" with trust in Christ's promises, he said.
Christians know for certain, he said, that
Christ is risen and "awaits us behind that dark
door of death."

"We cannot avoid death, and precisely for
this reason, after having done everything that
is humanly possible to cure the sick, it is im-
moral to engage in futile treatment," the pope
said, referring to the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church's teachings on the legitimacy of
refusing "overzealous" treatment not to cause
death but to accept it (paragraph 2278).

When it comes to the experience of death
itself, of pain or of suffering, he said, "we
must be grateful for all the help that medicine
endeavours to give, so that through so-called
'palliative care,' every person who is prepar-
ing to live the last stage of their life can do so
in the most human way possible."

However, the pope warned against confus-
ing such care with unacceptable interventions

that lead to killing people. "We must accom-
pany people toward death, but not provoke
death or facilitate assisted suicide."

This ethical principle, he said, applies to eve-
ryone, "not just Christians or believers."

At the end of his main audience talk, the
pope reminded people of the church's cel-
ebration of the World Day of the Sick Febru-
ary 11. He asked that all people experiencing
illness be guaranteed health care and spiritual
accompaniment.

He urged people to pray for those who are
ill, their families, health care and pastoral
workers, and everyone who helps care for
their needs.§

Pope restructures the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As part of ongoing
measures to reform the Roman Curia, Pope
Francis has approved restructuring the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the
oldest of the congregations.

Once comprised of a doctrinal office, a dis-
cipline office and a marriage office, the new
structure will see the doctrinal and discipline
offices become their own special sections led
by their own secretaries; the marriage office
will become part of the doctrinal office.

The two secretaries will serve under the
congregation's prefect. Spanish Cardinal Luis
Ladaria, who has been prefect of the congre-
gation since 2017, will celebrate his 78th birth-
day April 19. The heads of Vatican offices are
required to offer their resignations to the pope
when they turn 75.

In Fidem servare (Preserving the Faith),
published "motu proprio," (on his own initia-
tive) February 14, Pope Francis said the main
task of the congregation has been to safe-

guard or "keep the faith." The changes went
into effect the same day.

Over time, the congregation has seen modifi-
cations to its areas of responsibilities and how it
is configured, and now, Pope Francis said, fur-
ther change is needed "to give it an approach
more suited to the fulfillment of its functions."

The doctrinal section will be responsible for
matters concerning "the promotion and safe-
guarding of the doctrine of the faith and mor-
als."

Its aim, the pope wrote, is to promote studies
aimed at fostering "the knowledge and transmis-
sion of the faith in the service of evangelization,
so that its light may be the criterion for under-
standing the meaning of existence, especially
before questions posed by the progress of sci-
ence and the development of society."

When dealing with faith and morals, the
doctrinal section will examine documents to
be published by other dicasteries of the Ro-
man Curia, "as well as writings and opinions
that appear problematic for the correct faith,
encouraging dialogue with their authors and
proposing suitable remedies," according to pre-

viously established norms.
The section will also study any questions

arising from personal ordinariates for Angli-
cans entering into full communion with the
Catholic Church through the Apostolic Con-
stitution, "Anglicanorum Coetibus."

The doctrinal section will absorb the duties
covered by the congregation's marriage of-
fice, which deals with questions involving the
validity of marriages when one of the spouses
is not a baptized Christian.

The discipline section, through the currently
existing discipline office, will handle those
offenses and crimes reserved to the congre-
gation — particularly clerical sexual abuse
cases — and its supreme tribunal. It will pre-
pare and elaborate procedures in accordance
with canon law so as to "promote a correct
administration of justice."

To that end, the discipline section will pro-
mote needed formation initiatives that the con-
gregation can offer to bishops, dioceses and
canon lawyers "to promote a correct under-
standing and application of canonical norms."

(continued on page 9)

Pope Francis (Paul Haring/CNS photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.February 18, 2022 Page 9

(continued from page 7)
truth, that fundamental value without which freedom, justice and human
dignity are extinguished.”

Andrew Kaethler, academic dean and assistant professor of Theology
at Catholic Pacific College in Langley, said in an interview that one impor-
tant way he carries out this important responsibility is to introduce his
students “to a tradition in which there is a recognition that there is a good,
there is a truth, that there is truth to reality, that we can encounter it, and
that the logos (universal divine reason) that undergirds all reality — that of
our own individual logos and everyone’s — interconnects with The Logos,
and therefore see reality for what it is.”

Mr. Kaethler said that does not mean that he wants the college’s gradu-
ates to go out into the world “wagging their fingers, and saying, ‘wrong,
wrong, wrong.’” There is a time and place for naysaying, he said.

“But our students are better off if they are equipped to respond by
offering a counter story, the story of the true, the good, and the beautiful
— that is, Gospel.”

On the specific issue of CRT, “We want to teach our students to relate
to the truths that are within critical race theory — the desire to combat
racism and to have empathy with those who are struggling — but then to
provide a far more beautiful response than CRT, a response that, unlike
CRT, does not perpetuate the problem that it seeks to overcome,” he said.

On the interconnected issues of cancel culture, Mr. Kaethler said Chris-
tian teaching is clear. “As Joseph Ratzinger [Pope Emeritus Benedict VXI]
beautifully sets out, to be the elect means that we have been called to lay
our lives down for the sake of the world,” he said. “Part and parcel of this
is forgiveness, something that does not exist within cancel culture.

“There’s no room for forgiveness in this perspective because it over-
looks persons. Here one does not live for the other, and the human person
is lost in group think. This is terrifying.”

The newly-appointed president and principal of Corpus Christi-St. Mark’s,
Dr. Gerry Turcotte, agreed that the pursuit of truth is central to a Catholic
college’s mission. Mr. Turcotte, who will replace retiring Dr. Michael W.
Higgins in August, said in an interview that, “the cause of truth is one that
allows and encourages, specifically in Catholic universities, the asking of
questions about all the most difficult issues.”

However, this does not mean dissenting or differing voices should not
be heard. “We need to create a space of dialogue, where we can meet and
encounter truth,” Mr. Turcotte explains. “It’s arguably the hardest thing to
do. And I think it was always the mission of Catholic universities to pursue
this.

“This was why the Catholic Church created the very first universities in
the first place, to create a space where difficult questions could be asked,
and it’s always going to be uncomfortable, because of the wide range of
issues, and it’s something that you have to negotiate in the university
system.”

Mr. Turcotte, who is currently president and vice-chancellor of St.
Mary’s University in Calgary, said he will devote himself to continuing the
Corpus Christi-St. Mark’s tradition of “creating these amazing individu-
als” who are going “out into the community to make a difference.

“I think that’s the antidote to the negativity and to guilt and to all other
issues we may be struggling with. It’s creating people who have good
strong values and who want to make a difference and to do the right thing
in our community, even when that’s a difficult thing to do.”

Mr. Turcotte said that he personally is dedicated to improving the com-
munity and to social justice. “And I believe strongly that Catholic educa-
tion can heal a lot of the wounds that our planet is experiencing right now,”
he said. “And I will come in with energy, and I will come in with an open
heart, and I will try to assist in every way I can to make the mission of the
colleges a success. And through that success, and through those actions,
to really celebrate the dynamism and the beauty of the Catholic faith.”

As Catholic colleges in B.C. look to grapple with these fundamental
issues, retired St. Thomas Aquinas Regional Secondary teacher Peter Nation
is working to educate parishioners, parents, and other interested people
about the dangers of the Woke worldview.

Mr. Nation, who is the founder of Catholic Voices Canada, said in an
interview that he believes the intent of woke ideology and cancel culture
“is to bring down the Judeo-Christian tradition, including specifically the
family and the moral law, and so it is a threat to Western civilization as a
whole.”

He also believes that woke philosophy has infiltrated deeply into all schools
and that students, even those in elementary schools, have been thoroughly
indoctrinated. For example, Mr. Nation said he heard from one Grade 4
teacher who was explaining how adjectives must agree with nouns in
French. Her students were outraged when she used the word “white.”

As an antidote, Catholic Voices launched its Awake from Woke educa-
tion series last April. The virtual sessions show that Woke ideology is
based on beliefs and assumptions that are the antithesis of the Catholic
faith. Catholic Voices has held 14 such sessions so far. One scheduled for
February will instruct participants on how to engage in conversations
about Woke ideology.

“Adults themselves need to be educated before our young people can
stand against cancel culture,” he said. “One problem has been that Woke
ideology has been camouflaged by terminology like ‘diversity, inclusivity,
and equity,’ and ‘social justice,’ which sound like they are secular initia-
tives that could be aligned with Catholic social teaching. They are not.”

Mr. Nation said the struggle to counter woke-ism is not an easy one,
especially given the inroads the philosophy has made. But he said success
may be found through a commitment to the “unity of family and friends,”
through devoted “prayer warriors,” by “taking back institutions through
friendships,” and through the “Awake from Woke support network” of
parents and students. §

Catholic colleges

(continued from page 8)
The congregation's archive will continue to preserve documents

for consultation, including its historical archives.
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is the oldest of the

congregations. It began in the 16th century as a commission of six cardi-
nals, known as the Sacred Roman and Universal Inquisition, which served
as a tribunal for judging suspected cases of heresy and schism.

Seeing a number of changes over the centuries, St. Paul VI changed
its name from the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office to the Sacred
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and he changed its methods

used for doctrinal examination. A more positive disposition of correcting
errors, together with the protection, preservation and promotion of the
faith prevailed over the more punitive tendency of condemnation.

With changes to the Roman Curia by St. John Paul II, the congregation
maintained its competence over all that in any way touches upon the
doctrine of faith and morals and was explicitly given "prior judgment'' over
any other curial documents that enter into its area of competence.

While for decades it also handled requests for dispensations from
celibacy from priests seeking laicization, that responsibility later was
given to the Congregation for Clergy.§

Restructures the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
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Indigenous fund pushes healing forward
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A new, independent registered charity created to disburse $30 mil-
lion Canadian Catholics will raise over the next five years is a chance
to forge new relationships between the Church and Indigenous Cana-
dians, according to Odawa/Ojibway elder Rosella Kinoshameg.

Ms. Kinoshameg, from Ontario’s Wikwemikong Unceded First Na-
tion, will be one of three Indigenous directors of the Indigenous Rec-
onciliation Fund, set up by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops [CCCB] to receive contributions from 73 dioceses across Canada.

“There’s always hope for that (new relationships),” Ms. Kinoshameg
told The Catholic Register. “If I didn’t believe in that I wouldn’t have
accepted this.”

She hopes the process of getting money in the hands of Indigenous
communities will prioritize the communities’ own healing processes.

“Hopefully it will help them with whatever healing ventures they
are going to be undertaking,” she said.

The Archdiocese of Toronto will raise 20 per cent of the $30-
million national commitment with a $6-million contribution over five
years to the new charity. Unlike the failed “best efforts” campaign to
raise $25 million between 2008 and 2014, the fundraising commit-
ment is ironclad this time around.

“This is not a best-efforts campaign,” said Toronto chancellor of
temporal affairs Jim Milway. “The archdiocese will ensure we meet
our fundraising commitment.”

Though the commitment is national, fundraising will be local, said
CCCB spokesperson Jonathan Lesarge.

“The commitment will be achieved at the local level, with parishes
and dioceses each participating in their own way,” Mr. Lesarge said.

Dioceses are being asked to contribute to the fund in amounts that
“are proportional to the size of their congregations, as well as their
individual circumstances,” Mr. Lesarge said.

In New Brunswick’s Saint John diocese, the fundraising was to
begin January 30, with a special collection that Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC has said will be an annual event. Due to a weather event

that weekend, the start of the
fund-raiser has been moved to
February 27 for this year.

Toronto is planning a collec-
tion on the Sunday nearest to the
September 30 National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation, also
known as Orange Shirt Day.

“We will be able to share more
information on how we will en-
gage parishioners on this finan-
cial effort once we get closer to the special collection date at the end
of September,” said archdiocese spokesperson Mark Brosens. “We
will continue to raise awareness on Indigenous healing and reconcili-
ation with a variety of updates, tools and channels to invite the faithful
to participate in spiritual, educational and financial initiatives.”

Joining Ms. Kinoshameg will be Erminskin Cree Chief Wilton
Littlechild, who served as one of the three commissioners leading the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission between 2010 and 2015, and
Giselle Marion, a lawyer with the Tli cho government in the North-
west Territories.

Ms. Kinoshameg has spent 50 years working in health care as a
registered nurse on Manitoulin Island in Ontario. She’s a member of
the Our Lady of Gaudalupe Circle, which brings together bishops and
Indigenous leaders for Catholic conversation about Indigenous is-
sues.

The board will be supported by three corporation members: Natale
Gallo, a former Supreme Director of the Knights of Columbus; Claude
Bédard, national president of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in
Canada; and Barbara Dowding, former national president of the Catho-
lic Women’s League.

The new charity will publish annual reports and be subject to an
annual audit. Administrative costs will not be taken out of the $30
million committed to Indigenous-led programs. The CCCB is recom-
mending to dioceses that granting committees be chaired by local
Indigenous people.§

By SUSAN KORAH
Catholic Register Special

Cardinal Thomas Collins has added his applause for a federal bill
protecting conscience rights of health-care professionals who refuse
participation in medically assisted suicide.

“I have long been an advocate for legislation protecting conscience
rights especially as it relates to assisted suicide,” Cardinal Collins told
The Catholic Register in an e-mail. “I appreciate that efforts continue
to be made at the federal level to enshrine into legislation protection
for medical professionals who do not wish to participate in ending the
lives of their patients.”

Cardinal Collins’ early commendation came after Saskatchewan
MP Kelly Block introduced private member’s Bill C-230 on February
4. If passed by Parliament, the legislation would make it an offence to
intimidate or coerce a medical professional to take part in delivering
medical assistance in dying, so-called MAiD. It would also prohibit
firing or refusing to hire a health-care worker for the sole reason of
refusal to participate in MAiD.

“Medical professionals are facing increasing pressure to participate

Bill C-230 seeks MAiD protection for health workers
in assisted suicide, and this is causing
many to question their ability to work in
Canada,” Ms. Block said as she intro-
duced the bill in the House of Commons.
“The bill will protect medical profession-
als from intimidation or coercion in the
same way workers are protected from
intimidation or coercion if they want to
form or (join) a union.”

As with all private member’s bills, Ms.
Block’s Protection of Freedom of Con-
science Act has a long way to go through
the House of Commons and Senate be-
fore it becomes law.

Alex Schadenberg, executive director
of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition,
said the bill renews one that died in the
House of Commons because of the 2021
federal election.

(continued on page 11)

Rosella Kinoshameg

Emily Block
(Photo Bernard Thibodeau,
HOC-CDC, 2021)
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(continued from page 10)
“I’m very happy this bill has been tabled,” said Mr. Schadenberg.

“It is an opportunity to urge parliamentarians to support conscience
rights for medical professionals. It should be taken very seriously
because there are medical professionals of all religions or no religion
who do not wish to participate in MAiD.”

A 2015 study indicated that 63 per cent of Canadian doctors would
refuse to provide MAiD.

Ms. Block underlined the importance to all Canadians of creating an
environment that lets medical professionals work without fear of intimida-
tion or coercion into acting against the dictates of their conscience.

“Over the past two years, we have seen just how important our
health-care system is and how critical the medical professionals who
work in that system are to Canadians,” the Conservative MP for Carlton
Trail-Eagle Creek in Saskatchewan said. “We need to create a work
environment for medical professionals that protects them, supports
them and encourages them to continue in the critical work they do.”

The Canadian Medical Association, which represents 75,000 medi-
cal doctors and learners, has endorsed the principle of freedom of
conscience.

“Medical assistance in dying
has been one of the most com-
plex and ethically challenging is-
sues facing Canadian physicians.
At the Canadian Medical Associa-
tion (CMA), our goal is to facili-
tate bold and courageous dialogue
about this end-of-life intervention
and its implications,” says a note
on the CMA’s website.

“As detailed in our policy on
medical assistance in dying, we
support our members in exercis-
ing their freedom of conscience
— both for those who choose to
provide or participate in medical
assistance in dying and those who
do not.” §

Protection for health workers

SHEWBRIDGE, MARY THERESA ‘Terry’ — Mary Theresa
‘Terry’ Shewbridge (Guimond) passed away peacefully at Saint John
Regional Hospital on Monday, February 7, 2022. Terry was born on
February 14, 1939 in Saint John, NB to the late Emerise Arseneault.

Terry is survived by her loving husband of 65 years Herb
Shewbridge, son Wade Shewbridge (Elvie), daughter Karen
Shewbridge (Brett Loney), brother Gerard Guimond (Danielle), grand-
children Dylan Shewbridge, Kier Loney (Kirk Walker) and Cale Loney
(Amy LeBouthillier), great-grandchildren; Jonis and Jorah Loney, and
many nieces and nephews.

Terry is predeceased by her birth mother Emerise, adoptive parents
Marie (Arseneault) and Arthur Guimond and siblings Edouard
Guimond, Doreen Russell, Theresa Richard, Victoire Daigle, Norbert
Guimond, Ted Guimond and Luc Guimond.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Assumption
Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment followed in Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Saint John.

CLEMENTS, BERTHA MAE — The family of Bertha Mae Clements,
beloved wife of the late Ralph Joseph Clements, announces her peace-
ful passing on February 8, 2022. Born on July 12, 1928, she was the
daughter of the late William and Isabell (Gaudet) Monaghan.

Bertha is survived by her children: Diane (Eric) Black, Linda (Bob)
Moore, Wayne (Linda) Clements, and Kim (Mike) Bury; daughter-in-
law: Cheryl Clements; brothers: Clair (Christine), Raymond (the late
Eleanor), Charles (Georgina), Peter (Noeline); sister-in-law: Ada (the
late David); 12 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren; 1 great-great-
grandchild; as well as several nieces and nephews.

Bertha was predeacesed by her husband of 75 years Ralph, son
Gary Clements, her parents William and Isabell, sisters Eva (Henry)
and Mary (Gerald).

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial wAS held in Our
Lady of the Assumption Church, Saint John.

DOIRON, LINDA ANN — Peacefully at Loch Lomond Village, with
family by her side, on Friday, February 11th, 2022, Linda Ann Doiron
(nee Carr) passed away at the age of 74.

Beloved wife and best friend of Eric Doiron.
Loving mother of Rick (Danielle) Doiron of Mississauga, ON, and

Monique (Ryan) Perry of Saint John.
She is survived by her siblings Donnie Carr, Joey (Leatha) Carr,

and Paul Carr, all of Saint John; Joanne (Steven) Thompson of Raleigh,
NB, Terry Gorman of Moncton, NB, Dawn (Randy) Harris of St.
Stephen, NB, and Paula Corkum of Saint John.

Besides her parents, Roy and Frances Carr (nee Thibault), Linda
was predeceased by her brother Doug.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Roman Catholic Church, Saint John in the coming weeks.§
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Germany's Synodal Assembly calls for far reaching changes
The Catholic News Service

FRANKFURT, Germany — The Synodal Path of the Catholic
Church in Germany wants laypeople to be able to participate in choosing
bishops and wants the church to have women deacons.

The third Synodal Assembly to bring about reforms to the Catholic
Church ended February 5 with the first concrete decisions of the
process. Most German bishops signaled they are prepared to support
far-reaching change in the Catholic Church.

For three days, nearly 230 delegates — lay and clerical — dis-
cussed reforms based on texts that had been drawn up in four work-
ing forums and reflecting theological arguments they hope to present
to Rome in 2023, at the end of the Synodal Path process.

This third of five planned synodal assemblies marked the first time
that the highest body of the Synodal Path adopted some fundamental
texts in a second reading. The texts received approval of more than
two-thirds of all delegates, in addition to the approval of more than
two-thirds of the bishops.

But two years after the Synodal Path process started, the Vatican
has yet to give a clear signal of support. Limburg Bishop Georg Bätzing,
president of the German bishops' conference, announced that he met
with Pope Francis in January and that he is in dialogue with Cardinal
Mario Grech, secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops. Bishop
Bätzing said a discussion group between the synod secretariat and
the executive committee of the Synodal Path in Germany will be
established.

The pope's representative to Germany, Archbishop Nikola
Eterovic, greeted the assembly and reminded delegates Pope Francis
"is the point of reference and the centre of unity for more than 1.3
billion Catholics worldwide, 22.6 million of whom live in Ger-
many." He said the pope often speaks of synodality, but warns
against "parliamentarism, formalism, intellectualism and
clericalism."

At the news conference after the assembly, when asked what
support there is from Rome, Bishop Bätzing said, "Rome is not the
world church." Bishop Bätzing made clear that he sees reforms
being discussed in 2023 at Synod of Bishops on synodality, the
consultation process for which has already begun.

Pope Francis has encouraged synodality, a process of discern-
ment he describes as listening to the Holy Spirit through the word
of God, prayer and adoration after listening to one another.

The German Catholic news agency KNA reported the condition
of an episcopal two-thirds majority was included in the statutes of
the Synodal Path at the insistence of the Vatican, to prevent things
being decided there that could mean a break with church doctrine.
As few as 23 episcopal "no" votes would be enough to prevent auda-
cious demands, KNA reported. But conversely, the explicit approval
of more than two-thirds of the bishops means a kind of stamp of
approval that other magisterial bodies, including those in Rome, can-
not simply overlook.

Among the demands made at the three-day meeting were a new
moral teaching on sex, including a reassessment of homosexuality;
the opening of the priesthood to women; a relaxation of the obliga-
tion of celibacy for priests; and a change in the approach to power.

The resolutions passed by the Synodal Assembly have varying
prospects of taking effect, since many of the desired changes af-
fect practices that are subject to universal church rules and cannot
simply be handled differently in Germany.

The text, "Women in sacramental ministry," says: "In the Ro-
man Catholic Church, a process will be initiated in a transparent
manner, with a commission taking the lead, which will continue
the Synodal Path in Germany in a sustainable manner. A commis-
sion will be established to deal exclusively with the issue of the sacra-
mental ministry of people of all genders. Scientific excellence and
spiritual concerns in the sense of the proclamation of the Christian
Gospel are to be combined with each other."

That text will be returned to the forum on women before being
presented to a future assembly for final adoption.

In 2016, Pope Francis reiterated St. John Paul II's 1994 ruling that
women cannot be priests. However, Pope Francis has set up a Vati-
can commission to study the role of women deacons in early Chris-
tianity.

As far as election of a diocesan bishop, the assembly called for a
lay decision-making body that, with the cathedral chapter in a dio-
cese, will put forward the list of potential bishop candidates to the
Vatican.

The first reading of texts included discussing the rights of LBGTQ
Catholics, especially in light of church labour laws. The latter can be
changed to bring them in line with German anti-discriminatory labour
laws and does not need approval from the Vatican. Nearly 90% of
delegates approved the text on "magisterial reassessment of homo-
sexuality."

Gregor Podschun, chairman of the Federation of German Catholic
Youth, the umbrella organization of 17 Catholic youth associa-
tions, told the assembly: "The church has caused great suffering
to queer people. Now we are at a point of change, and we can
change that. The church can again get close to people."

At a news conference after the assembly, Irme Stetter-Karp,
president of the Central Committee of German Catholics and the
lay co-president of the Synodal Path, spoke of women's rights in
the church: "I have experienced years in which women have made
church possible locally in the community but have not been valued by
our church. I am no longer willing to tolerate that — the debate about
access to all offices and ministries therefore touches me personally
very much."

"Human rights in the church will only be a reality when there is
justice for all genders, blessings for all, participation of all in decisions
that concern all," she said. She added that the Synodal Path has put
changes on the agenda that have been overdue for decades.

KNA reported that Bishop Peter Kohlgraf of Mainz said he saw
high expectations that something had to happen quickly, adding:
"I would be a little more cautious about that, because the involvement
of the universal church is always important. A lot is already gained if
the door is opened to a conver-
sation with the universal church.

"It is perhaps a little too opti-
mistic to expect the outcome to
be the big breakthrough for the
currently quite disastrous state of
the church, but they are initial
steps," he added.

Contributing to this story
were Anli Serfontein in Berlin
and reporters for KNA in Frank-
furt.§
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